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LEGAL HISTORY WORKSHOP – PAST SCHEDULES 

Winter 2014 

Wednesday January 8 - Philip Girard, Osgoode Hall Law School: “A History of Canadian Law, Chapter 2: 

1500-1701" 

Wednesday January 22 - Eric Adams, University of Alberta: “TBA” 

Wednesday February 5 - Maynard Maidman, York University: "The Practice of Law in Ancient 

Mesopotamia: Two Cases from ca. 1400-1350 B.C." 

Wednesday February 12 - Bill Wicken, York University: “Residency on the Six Nations Reserve: Legal and 

Social issues, 1870-1920.” 

Wednesday February 26 - Sally Hadden, Western Michigan University: “Friends, Colleagues, 

Competitors: Apprenticeship and Communities of Young Lawyers in Colonial America” 

Wednesday March 12 - Tyler Wentzell, University of Toronto: “Not for King nor Country: Canada's 

Foreign Enlistment Act and the Spanish Civil War” 

Wednesday March 26 - Don Fyson, Laval University: “TBA” 

Wednesday April 9 - Bettina Bradbury, York University: “‘In the event of my said wife remaining in the 

colonies … all her interest in my will is to cease’: The widow Kearney contests her husband’s final wishes 

in colonial Victoria, Australia.” 

Fall 2013 

Wednesday September 11 - Ian Kyer, Fasken Martineau: “The Thirty Years War: The Legal Battles that 

Created the TTC 1891-1921" 

Wednesday September 25 - Jordan Birenbaum, University of Toronto: “Elmer A. Driedger (1913-1985): A 

Biographical and Intellectual Sketch of the Father of Canadian Statutory Interpretation”.  

Wednesday October 9 - Nick Rogers, York University: “Parricide in Mid-Eighteenth Century England: The 

cases of Mary Blandy and Elizabeth Jefferies.” 

Wednesday October 23 - Jeremy Milloy, Simon Fraser University: “Windsor is 'A Very, Very Bad Place to 

Live if You Are Black': Workplace Violence, Race, and Radical Law in the Aftermath of Charlie Brooks's 

Murder” 

Wednesday October 30 - Osgoode Society Book launch 

Wednesday November 6 - Ubaka Ogbogu, University of Alberta: “Doctors versus Councillors: A Legal 

History of Smallpox Vaccination in Ontario, 1882 - 1920” 
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Wednesday November 20 - Mary Stokes, Osgoode Hall Law School: “Municipal Corporations in Court, 

1850-1880.” 

Wednesday December 4 - Lori Chambers, Lakehead University: “TBA” 

Winter 2013 

Patricia McMahon, Osler Hoskin: "The Courts and Conscription: The Case of George Edwin Gray, 1918." 

January 30 - Ariella Elema, University of Toronto: "How to Hold a Trial by Battle" 

February 13 - Alain Beaulieu, Universite de Quebec a Montreal: "The Acquisition of Aboriginal Land in 

Canada: The Geneaology of an Ambivalent System, 1713-1867" 

February 27 - Patrick Connor, York University: "Crime and Punishment in Upper Canada". Bennett 

Lecture Hall 

March 6 - Joan Sangster, Trent University: "Just Horseplay? Defining Masculinity in Grievance Arbitration 

During the Fordist Accord." 

March 13 - Barry Wright, Carleton University: ""Macaulay's India Law Reforms and Labour in the 

Nineteenth Century British Empire" 

March 27 - Brad Miller, Queen's University and UBC: "An Imperial Union: Defining & Re-Defining 

Marriage in the Nineteenth Century British Empire." 

April 3 - David Schorr, University of Tel Aviv: "Water law in British Mandate Palestine" 

Fall 2012 

September 12 - Matthew Light, University of Toronto: "The Ambiguities of Influence: Russia, the Death 

Penalty, and Europe" 

September 26 - Nhung Tran, University of Toronto, "Mortgaging Local Culture: the Commodification of 

Village Performance in Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Vietnam" 

October 10 - Bettina Bradbury, York University: "Troubling Inheritances: An Illegitimate Maori daughter 

contests her father's will in the New Zealand Courts and the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council."  

October 24 - Doug Hay, York University: "Criminal Lawyers in Eighteenth Century England." 

November 7 - Rob Steinfeld, University of Buffalo, “Towards a History of Judicial Review in the United 

States.” 
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November 14 - Doug Harris, University of British Columbia, and Jim Phillips, University of Toronto: 

"History of De facto Expropriation in Canada."  A discussion of 2 chapters in the book Property on Trial: 

Canadian Cases in Context, published by the Osgoode Society.  

November 21 - Paul Craven, York University: "Called to Account: Magistrates and Public Accounts in 19th 

Century New Brunswick" 

December 5 - Anthony Gaughan, Drake University: "Do the Ends Justify the Means? The Trial of the 

Watergate Burglars." 

2011-2012 

September 14 - Nick Rogers, York University: "Crime, Demobilization and Governmentality in Mid-

eighteenth Century Britain". 

September 28 - Philip Girard, Dalhousie University: " 'If Two Ride a Horse, One Must Ride in Front': 

Married Women, Nationality and the Law in Canada, 1880-1950" 

October 12 - Tony Freyer, University of Alabama:  "Embedding Free versus Slave Labor Regulation 

Networks in the Transatlantic British Empire and the United States, 1835-1860" 

November 2 - Jim Phillips, University of Toronto: “Judicial Independence in British North America”  

November 16 - Sascha Auerbach, University of Northern British Columbia: “ ‘I Want Her Bound Over’: 

Poor Women’s Agency in the London Police Courts of the Long Nineteenth Century” 

 

November 30 - Daniel Rueck, University of Western Ontario: "Bounding the Reserve with Lines and 

Laws: The Enclosure of Kahnawá:ke Mohawk Territory, 1850-1900" 

December 14 - Blaine Baker, McGill University, “Popularising the Rule of Law: Sheldon Amos and the 

International Scientific Series” 

January 11 - Paul Craven, York University: “Doing Substantial Justice: C.R. Hatheway’s Crown Cases, 1847 

- 1867" 

January 25 - Marisha Caswell, Queen’s University: “Married Women and the Criminal Law in 

Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century England” 

February 1- Douglas Hay, York University: “The Misdemeanour/Felony Distinction in the 18th and 19th 

centuries.” 

February 15 - Jed Shugerman, Harvard University: “The Origins of the US Department of Justice” 

February 29 - Coel Kirkby, Cambridge University: “The Imperial Origins of the Canadian Constitution” 
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March 14 - Li Chen, University of Toronto: “Legal Knowledge and Justice in Late Imperial China, 1651-

1911" 

March 28 - Michael Kogan, University of Toronto: "Soviet Legal Professionals and the Administration of 

Justice, 1945-1953". 

April 11 - Jeff McNairn, Queen’s University: “A Just and Obvious Distinction: The Meaning of 

Imprisonment for Debt and the Criminal Law in Upper Canada’s Age of Reform” 

2010-2011 

September 15:  Eric Reiter, Concordia University, "From Shaved Horses to Aggressive Churchwardens: 

The Pre-History of Personality Rights in Lower Canadian Law" 

September 29: Rosemary Gartner, University of Toronto, "The Past as Prologue:  Decarceration in 

California then and now" 

October 13 - Jula Hughes, University of New Brunswick: "Sir James Stephen's Code" 

October 27 - Judy Fudge, "A Simple Matter of Justice? The Federal Female Employees Equal Pay Act, 

1956." 

November 10 - John Weaver, McMaster University, "The Laws and International Agreements on Medical 

Registration in the British Empire: Refugee Doctors, 1933-1942." 

November 24 - Jim Walker, University of Waterloo, "The RDS Case" 

December 8 - Simon Stern, University of Toronto, "The Rise of Legal Analysis." 

January 12 - Philip Girard, Dalhousie University: "'The Making of the Legal Profession in British North 

America:  Reform vs. Revolution' 

January 26 - Sophia Sperdakos, Law Society of Upper Canada: "The Lord Reading Law Club" 

February 9 - Blaine Baker, McGill University:  'Storied Exhibitions of Anglo-American Legal Doctrine, 

1829-1845'. 

February 16 - Paul Craven, York University: "The Temperance Magistrates -- License and Prohibition in 

Charlotte County" 

March 2 - Lori Chambers, Lakehead University: "Newborn Adoption: Birth Mothers, Genetic Fathers and 

Reproductive Autonomy" 

March 16- Patricia McMahon, Yale University and Osler Hoskin:  "The Debate Over the  Fusion of Law 

and Equity in England, 1850 to 1854: The Influence of David Dudley Field and the New York Code".  
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March 30 - Bob Gordon, Yale University: "Critical Legal Histories Revisited." 

April 13 - Ian Kyer, Independent Historian: "Two Marriages that Made a Partnership: The Early History of 

the Fasken Law Firm." 

2009-2010 

September 16 - Almos Tassonyi, Senior Economist, Government of Ontario: "Good Housekeeping: The 

Imposition of the Hard Budget Constraint on Municipalities in Ontario in the Great Depression." 

September 30 - Simon Stern, University of Toronto: "The Origins of the Reasonable Person" 

October 14 - Allan Greer, McGill University and University of Toronto: "Commons and Enclosure in John 

Locke's America" 

October 21 - Robert Gordon, Yale University: "Do Lawyers Promote the Rule of Law?" 

November 4 - Angela Fernandez, University of Toronto:  The Hunt for the Fox, Pierson v. Post, a Case in 

Context. 

November 18 - Bonny Ibhawoh, McMaster University: "African Appeals to the Judicial Committee of the 

Privy Council, 1850-1960" 

December 2 - Michael Marrus, University of Toronto: "Some Measure of Justice: The Holocaust Era 

Restitution Campaign of the 1990s." 

January 13 - John Beattie, University of Toronto: "Detection: The Bow Street Runners at Work" 

January 27 - Lyndsay Campbell, University of Calgary: "Through American Eyes: Questions and Themes 

Concerning Mid-19th-Century Upper Canadian Legal Institutions" 

February 10 - Jeremy Martin and Jim Phillips, University of Toronto: "Making Legal History: Manitoba 

Fisheries v. The Queen" 

February 24 - David Steeves, Independent Scholar: "The Daniel Sampson case and Jury Selection in the 

1930s" 

March 10 - Paul Craven, York University: "Three Ships: Poverty, Paternalism and Politics at Mid-Century." 

March 24 - Robert Steinfeld, University of Buffalo: ""The Early Anti-Majoritarian Rationale for American 

Judicial Review." 

April 14 - Frank Luce, Osgoode Hall Law School: "Labour Justice and 'rule by law': Brazil's Dictatorship, 

1964-1985". 


